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Abstract: Many researches have shown the facts that the students’ skills in writing can be
improved by having a good reading habit. It was convinced that the students reading habit has
great impact on the improvement of students’ writing ability. The students who read
extensively will acquire more vocabularies that lead them to have greater proficiency in
writing. Therefore, this study was purposed to know whether reading habit of the eighth
graders of SMPN 6 Kayuagung was significantly correlated to their writing skill. By means of
Purposive sampling, 124 students of the whole number of the population were selected as the
sample. A correlational study was applied. A guestionnaire and written test were distributed
to get the data. Twenty items of a ready-made questionnaire were used to know
students” habit in reading and a writing test was administered to measure
students” writing skill. The writing test was reliable because its reliability coefficient was
0.942. In data analysis, Pearson Product Moment Correlation coefficient on SPSS 20 was
used. The findings revealed that r-obtained (0.685) was bigger than the value of r-table
(0.176) at p-value which was less than 0.05. Thus, the formulated hypotheses were proved. In
other words, there was a significant correlation between reading habit and writing skill of the
eighth graders at SMPN 6 Kayuagung.
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INTRODUCTION basis of communication, are fostered to
. . master. One consideration in choosing
In Indonesian curriculum, the four

skills of English language regarded as the English as a compulsory  subject i

school is English as a means of
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international communication and is the
most commonly used language in the
sciences  (Adi,
Ratmaningsih, 2017). It can be said that

Padmadewi, and

English is well-known as the language
of science so that students must learn
English to understand what is said by
speakers and what is written in the

English language version.

Based on Curriculum 2013 of
junior high school, students are instructed
to learn some written English texts
including descriptive text. Descriptive text
is a kind of genre text that contains
describing people, places, or things (Muis
Zainil, and Radjab, 2013,p.43). Description
of the objects should be described in
details through words. As Hariyadi,
Wennyta, and Fitri (2018, p.41) state that
description in writing is the process of
creating a visual image and sensory
impression through words. It infered that
the objects should be described based on
the real condition in order to enable the
readers in gaining vivid information about
what is described in the text.

To understand written English
appropriately,  learners  should be
accustomed to reading comprehensively.
Thus, the learners need to do much
reading as their routines. When reading
has been routines for the learners, it will

be beneficial for them to have good

comprehension acquired during their self-
experience. Muhyidin (2020, p.2) states
that reading habit is repetitive activities
in reading and the pleasure obtained from
carrying out the act. This is seen from the
number of the reading, the time provided,
and the material read. Chettri and Rout,
(2013, p.14) also believed that reading
habit will lead to an improved learning
ability. In addition, Palani (2012,
p.1) claim reading habit as a crucial
and important  aspect to create a
comprehension. It can be understood that
reading habit can lead someone to have a

good understanding.

Besides, reading habit has an
effect to develop students’ ability in
learning writing. As Krashen (2016,
p.115) states that learning to write is not
learned from writing, but rather by
reading. It indicates that reading a lot
makes students be able to share many
(Linda,
2018, p.210) also views that writing is

information while writing.

the act of transmitting knowledge in print,
therefore, students must have information
to share before they write. It means that
reading before writing is potential to
create a good product of writing. The
information obtained from reading can
broaden and add more ideas for writing.
These ideas are then expressed and

shared in the written form of language. As
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much as possible, the information should be
received and processed by the writer before
producing writing. This assumption is in
line with Kellogg (2018) that writing is a
major cognitive challenge because it is at
once a test of memory, language, and
thinking ability. In short, writing is the
result of getting some information from

reading any sources.

Furthermore, (Miller, McCardle,
and Long, 2012, p.1) simplify the
consideration of reading and writing
connection by defining reading as
decoding ability toward the written text
quickly and accurately and understanding
what is read, meanwhile, writing is as the
ability to produce connected text
(sentences, paragraphs, and
documents), either by handwriting or
keyboarding, that communicates an idea
or information. According to Amalia
(2017), reading is the appropriate input as
the primary model which writing skill is
learned. In other words,
comprehending and composing
skills are reinforced one another
during reading and writing
activities. It is clear that both
reading and writing are closely

related.

Reading is seen as an essential

skill in daily life. People can see the

Kayuagung

world through reading. Novia, (2017)
describes that reading is the window to
the world, particularly when learning a
foreign language. It is viewed that reading
helps the learners to experience their mind
in perceiving whatever happens around the
world. Thousands of information used
to add the learners’ knowledge in
learning a foreign language can be
achieved through reading extensively
the enormous versions of written
sources or materials such as books,
journals, newspapers, magazines, internet-
based sources, etc. Without reading, the
language learners cannot be able to
have an improvement on their
vocabulary mastery that is very needed in
the process of comprehending/
understanding what is read. As supported
by Liunokas (2016, p.115)
stated that people can write easily and
fluently because they read before they

write.

Iftanti (2012, p.149) explains that
reading  habits throughout the text are
how often, how much, and what students
read. It describes that doing much
reading activities can foster learners’
ability to understand the meaning of the
written materials. The more
learners read, the broader

ideas and information the
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learners will have. When students
have a lot of information, they can
express their idea by writing it on the
paper routinely. As a result, students’
ability in writing will be improved.
Similarly, Linuwih & Winardi (2020,
p.38) stated that reading habit is regarded
as the most influencing factor in writing
since people usually find out new ideas,
fact, information,  knowledge and
experience from reading activity. It can
be said that the habit of reading will make
it easier to understand the meaning and
gain a lot of knowledge so that it has a

good impact on writing.

Furthermore, a research done by
Oriogu (2017) reveals that reading habit
has a significant effect on the learners’
academic performance. The learners
who have a good reading habit can
easily  observe, analyze, and
comprehend the input knowledge
that they will get during their
learning process. As a consequence,
it will impact on the improvement
on their academic achievement.
Besides, reading habit may also
help learners to enhance their
skills in writing. Lee and Wong,
(2017) elaborates the influence of
students’ reading habit on their
writing skill. The students who have good

reading habit show will produce their

writings as well. It means that reading
habits and writing skills have a close
relationship in the learning process with

the same goal of obtaining good results.

Based on the elaboration and the
assumption above, this study aimed at
investigating whether reading habit of the
eighth graders at SMPN 6 Kayuagung was
significantly correlated to their writing

skills or not.

METHODOLOGY

A correlational research was held
to find out if there was a relationship
between reading habit writing skills of the
students at SMPN 6 Kayuagung. Students’
reading habit was determined as the
independent variable (X) and their writing
skills as the dependent variable (Y). Based
on Cohen et al. (2018), correlational
research involves collecting data to
determine whether, and to what degree, a
relationship exists between two or more
quantifiable variables.

The population was the eigth
grade students of SMPN 6 Kayuagung.
The students were appropriate to be the
population for the research as they had
learned descriptive text in the previous
semester. In other words, the students

were eligible to be tested dealing with
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their ability in descriptive writing. The
samples were then selected through the
use of purposive sampling technique.
According to Johnson and
Christensen (2014, p.264), in
purposive sampling, the characteristics of
the population were specified and
individuals who have those characteristics
were then located by the researcher. The
samples had fulfilled the following
criteria; they should be taught by the
same English teacher, and have
mobile phone with a good signal to
access the test and the questionnaire from
google form. As a result, 124 students
consisting of 60 male and 64 female

students were selected as the sample.

A questionnaire adapted from
(Khalisa, 2018, p.33-34) and a writing test
were administered to the samples to obtain
the data. The questionnaire containing
twenty questions about reading habit was
used to know the reading habits of the
eighth graders at SMPN 6 Kayuagung.
Meanwhile, the writing test was to
measure their skills in writing
descriptive text. Both instruments
had been valid in terms of its content

and reliable before being applied.

Furthermore, to analyze the data
that were received from the

questionnaire, an analysis using ‘Likert

Kayuagung

Scale’ with 5 scoring indicators beginning
from “‘Strongly agree’ to ‘Strongly
disagree’ was done. Next, the students’
writings were scored using writing
rubric and categorized and ranked based
on five classification of scores. Finally,
Pearson Product Moment Correlation
coefficient on SPSS 20 was used to prove

the formulated hypotheses.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The statistical analyses had been
done toward the data obtained from two
instruments  (questionnaire and writing
test). First, the result of questionnaire
showed that the mean score of reading
habit was 81.90 with the standard
deviation of 4.980. From the result of
analysis using Likert Scale toward the
questionnaire, it could be seen that the
frequency of students’ responses to
reading habit questionnaire, and the five
levels of reading habit were all
perceived by the students with different
numbers; “high” as the least perceived
level and ““very high as the most perceived
one. Most students (82.4%) obtained very
high reading habit category. Then, most
students responded ‘Strongly Agree’ to the
seventeen indicators in the questionnaire.

See the following table.
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Table 1. Distribution of Student’s Reading Habit
Scores

Category Score  Frequency Percentage

Very High  80-100 102 82.4%

High 60-79 22 17.6%
Middle 40-59 0 0%
Low 20-39 0 0%
Very Low  0-19 0 0%
Total 124 100%

At the same time, the writing test
result presented that the mean of students’
writing  skill scores was 83.50 and
classified into good category. Then, from
the distribution of the students’ writing
skill, it could be seen that the students
fulfilled the five categories of writing
skill such as “Fairly Good” as the least
obtained category and “Very Good” as
the most obtained category. It revealed
the fact that most students (73.6%) were in
good category. Table 2 provides the

information of wrting scores completely.

Table 2. Distribution of Students’ Writing

Scores
Category Score Num. of  Percent
Interval  Students age
Very good 90-100 14 11.2%
Good 80-89 91 73.6 %
Fairly good 70-79 19 152 %
Poor 60-69 0 0%
Very poor 0-59 0 0%
Total 124 100 %

In addition, the statistical analysis
was done by applying Pearson Product-
Moment Coefficient Correlation to know if
there was a correlation between reading habit
and writing skill. From the findings, it was

shown that r-obtained was 0.685 at the

level of significance of p-value which was
less than 0.05. The value of r-obtained was
bigger than r-table value (0.176). It
proved both formulated hypotheses; null
and alternative hypotheses. As the result,
alternative hypothesis was confirmed,
meanwhile the null hypothesis was refused.
In other words, there was a significant
correlation between students’ reading habit
and writing skill. The following table

shows the result of statistical analysis.

Table 3. Correlation between Students’ Reading
Habit and Their Writing

Reading  Writing
Habit Score
Reading Pearson 1 .685**
Habit Correlation .000
Sig. (2-tailed) 124 124
N
Writing Pearson .685** 1
Score Correlation .000
124

Sig. (2-tailed) 124
N

**_Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).

Then, to know the correlation

level between variable X and Y, the table

of correlation index below was checked.

Table 4. Index of Correlation

The r score scale

Interpretation of r

score
0.80 - 1.000 Very strong
0.60 - 0.799 Strong
0.40 - 0.599 Medium
0.20- 0.399 Low

0.00 - 0.199 Very low

From the table above, it was

shown that the correlation

between

reading habit and writing skill of the

students was

classified into

strong
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correlation (0.60-0.799) of score. It
could be interpreted that students’
reading habit was strongly related to
students’ writing skill. The strong
correlation could reveal that the students
who had good reading habit could
improve their skills in writing. The
students who experienced in reading
greatly impact on their writing skills
improvement including skill of grammar
and mechanics. This finding was in
agreement with Yorina (2014) who
found that there  was a
correlation between reading habit
and each aspect of writing performance.
It was described that student’s
reading habit was correlated to each
aspect of writing performance namely

grammar, mechanics and fluency.

Moreover, this finding was
also in line with (Setyaningsih, 2012)
who  found that reading habit
significantly affected the writing
performance  in  terms of  their
achievement in vocabulary mastery,
reading comprehension, and writing
product. In addition, (Risman, Jufrizal,
and Rozimela (2019) found that one of
the factor that can affect student in
teaching and learning process especially
in writing is students’ reading habit. In

addition, the  correlation between

Kayuagung

students’ reading habit and their writing
skill of the eighth graders at SMP Negeri
6 Kayuagung investigated in this study

was successfully proved.

CONCLUSION

This study was purposed to find
out if reading habit was correlated to
writing skill of the eighth graders at
SMPN 6 Kayuagung. Based on the
findings, a significant correlation was
found between both variables. Having
checked the table of correlation index,
it was known that the correlation was
classified into strong correlation. It could
be concluded that students who had high
reading habit also had good writing skill.
Vice versa, the students who had low
reading habit also had bad writing skill.
This proved that the high and low levels
of reading habit were very closely related
to students' success in writing skill. Then,
it could be inferred that students’ reading
habit was an important aspect of achieving

a good score in descriptive writing skill.
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